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Inolosed  herewith  la  newspaper  olipplng  from  the  PR'^^SS-SCIl'ITA'l, 
Meaphle,  Tennessee,  19  September  1950,  re  unusual  object  in  the  sky, 
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September  ee,  the  ume  ymr,  wu  n big  dey  tor  meteon.  At 
list  A.M.  a giant  ftreban  (AMS  asafl)  roarod  over  imitheaatom 
lUinoU  fram  north  to  south,  leaving  a luminous  train  visible  in  Ivo 
ttatet  and  ilhiminating  the  sky  and  countryside  from  St.  LauIs  to" 
Louisville  and  from  Xfemphii  to  Knoxville.  The  final  detonation', 
over  western  Kentucky,  was  heard  over  an  area  looo  miles  square 
and  shook  buildings  frmn  Paducah  to  Memphis.  Fragments  show- 
ered (arms  over  a twenty-five  mile  area,  struck  five  buildings,  and 
penetrated  one  roof.  About  fifty  pounds  of  meteorites  dropped  in 
Murray.  Calloway  County.  Kenti^,  and  are  now  in  the  Smith- 
Ionian  Institution  in  Washington' 

Mefoorr  in  (he  Aeeordr 

The  American  Mctcorltici  Society,  whose  memberr  specialize  lir 
the  study  of  meteors  and  meteorites,  for  years  have  collected  re- 
ports of  such  phenomena.  From  a targe  enough  number  of  good 
descriptions  of  a given  meteor,  astronomers  cacr  analyze  the  date 
mathcmaticalty  and  determine  the  meteor’s  radiant— the  point  in 
tlie  heavens  from  which  it  seems  to  come.  The  meteor  is  then  identi- 
fied by  its  radiant  and  given  an  AMS  number.  The  data  were  pub- 
lished in  Meteoritio,  the  (ournal  of  the  society;  and  thus  made 
available  (or  future  research. 
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The  CofBoanding  Officer,  Uaxwell  Plight  Serriee  Center,  Uaxwell  AP  Base,  Alebana, 
has  fcrwarded  the  following  report  of  an  unidentified  aerial  object  sighted  in 
Ulaaourl  on  19  Septenber  1950i 

"a.  At  1630C,  1^9  S^teafeer  19$pj'  Ualden  Radio  iraa  adrleed  telephone  that  an 
uAldantlfied  object  na^  been  eigfitedOTer  Poplpr  Bluff,  Miasourl.  At  approxlsiatel/ 
1640C,  Ualden  Radio  had  the  object  in  sl^t*  A Tenoeaisee  National  Guard  P-51, from 
UeBphla,waa  dlapatohed  to  the  aoene  at  1d^5C*  Ualden  Radio  directed  the  P-51  to  the 
apprexlaate  location  of  the  object*  The  pilot  sighted  the  object,  but  wae  unable  to 
reach  It  at  hie  celling  of  30,000  feet*  A eecond  F-51,  NO  45-'U562,  was  dispatched 
at  IdOOC*  This  F-51  ftlliibed  to  the  Tlolnltf  of  the  first  airerait  over  Ualden,  and 
there  also  sighted  the  object*  The  first  aircraft  then  withdrew  frca  the  area,  the 
unidentified  object  being  orer  New  Madrid,  Uiseourl,  at  that  tins*  The  pilot  of  the 
second  P-51  «es  able  to  cllnb  to  40,000  feet  but  was  still  unable  to  attain  the 
altitude  of  the  unideotifled  object,  and  wae  unable  even  to  estiinate  how  far  the 
object  was  above  him*  This  pilot  stated  the  object  appeared  to  be  a vexy  large 
balloon  and  wae  silver  in  color*  There  was  neither  fire  nor  lights,  nor  was  there 
exhaust*  In  shape  it  appeared  to  be  between  spherical  and  elliptical*  At  about 
1900c  the  ob,1set  wae  lost  froa  eight*  Reaaining  in  the  area  of  the  sighting,  the 
pilot  of  the  second  aircraft  reports  that  at  approximately  1913C  he  observed  a aet  of 
green  and  vdiite  lights  above  hixt,  moving  at  a very  high  rate  of  speed.  The  green 
light  wae  reported  in  the  front  and  the  white  light  in  the  rear,  in  the  saoe  laanner 
as  on  USAP  aircraft*  These  ll^a  appeared  to  tapv9  in  bursts  of  speed  in  a northerly 
direction  toward  St*  Louis* 

Weather  at  the  timet  Cirrus  base  at  30,000  feet,  lower  scattered  stratus* 

*0*  Wltnessesi  Pilot  of  NG  45-U437,  Haverty,  James,  1st  Lt,  155  ANG  Squadron, 
Tennessee*  Address  unknowQ*  Pilot  of  NG  43-H5G2,  Soefker,  Donald  L. , 1st  Lt,  155 
^G  Squadron,  Tennessee,  RFO  #1,  Box  1131,  Raleigh,  Tennessee*  Occupationi  Uechanl- 
ca^l  engineer* 

"d*  Photographs  of  object  not  available. 

"e*  No  sketch  availabls* 

e 

**f.  Object  slghtedi 

(1)  Numbert  One. 

(2)  Shapet  Egg  shaped  to  spherical  shaped* 

(3)  Slset  Unable  to  establish  sise  by  comparison  with  anything. 

(4)  Color:  Silver  to  silver  grey. 

(5)  Speed:  Hovered  or  was  stationary,  lights  moved  at  a terrific  rate 

of  speed. 

(6)  Heading:  Northerly  toward  St.  Louis. 

(7)  Vianeaverability:  Stationary,  li^/hta  Eov^d  in  s a‘rai^’at  i-Lie. 

(8)  Altitude:  Unable  to  estimate,  but  very  definitely  above  40,000  feet. 

(9)  sound,  Kcound. 
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